Prognostic factors and the significance of cytologic grading in invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva: a clinicopathologic study.
Clinical staging, tumor size, histologic differentiation, cytologic grading, depth of stromal invasion, and vascular channel involvement by tumor cells were studied in 42 patients with invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva who were treated with radical vulvectomy and inguinal-femoral lymphadenectomy. All parameters were found to correlate well in predicting groin node metastasis. Cytological grading was found to be more significant compared to histologic grading in regard to nodal metastasis (P less than 0.02). No patient with cytologic or histologic grade 1 tumor and less than 5 mm stromal invasion was found to have nodal metastasis.